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from Linkova, Lithuania, and moved to Savannah, Geor-
gia. Lewis had been a peddler who probably obtained his
goods from The Baltimore Bargain House, which provided
immigrant peddlers with credit, merchandise and an as-
signed territory to peddle their wares.

arry Blomberg (1904-1991) lived in Asheville, North
H Carolina, his entire life. His motto was: “Work hard,
treat your customers and employees fairly, and always give
back to your community.”

His father, Lewis Blomberg, had emigrated to America

Harry Blomberg

Harry, the youngest of
Lewis’s five children,
was born in 1904. He
grew up on Spruce Street,
which was a bustling neigh-
borhood of family homes
and boarding houses, includ-
ing My Old Kentucky Home,
Thomas Wolfe’s mother’s
boarding house.

Lewis was upset that Harry,
a high school drop-out,

Harry bought My Old Kentucky Home in 1941 to save
it from demolition and then sold it back to the Wolfe family three
months later because he believed it belonged with them.

“Except for one man's love of heritage and lack of greediness, the Wolfe
home <would have been torn down in 1941 and turned into a produce

One Man’s Generosity .

— Bob Teril, Ashevile Citizen Times article,
August 23, 1981
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Lowis (Hary's fathe] opened a cigar tore, Hany's frst business, a gas stalon, on Harry's Molor In #1 at locaton of Thomas Hany was awarded area Hary i rom Hany's moved o West Ashewlle to become

 dry goods emporium called The Racket

Store, a toy shop and sporting goods store,

amovie theater called The Strand and an
amusement company.

the corner of Market and Walnut Street. Is
now The Blomberg Annex to The Ashevill
Community Theater

Wolfe House Visitor Center on Market Street
offered auto care, including a place for the
mostly rag-top cars of the era to be housed
safely out of the weather.

Harry's Motor Inn #2. 7178 Haywood
Street, where Pack Library s located.

‘and opened showroom across Haywood
Street from Harry's Motor Inn #2. Later
‘added other makes including Pontiac. Ce-
lebreties inclucing Bob Hope and President
Frankin Rooseveft rode in Hary's cars when
they came to Asheville.
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Fred Seeley, owner of Grove Park Inn, and
reopened it to continue to provide jobs for
mountain oraft artisans. It sunvives today as
Grovewood Galeries.

Harry's On the Hill Today it s run by Harry's
‘granddaughter, Pat Grimes.
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